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Dear Teachers & School Administrators, dear Students, dear members of local 

communities in Malta, 

 

The NGO KOPIN and its partners are glad to invite you to  

participate in the activities of the GGLLOOBBAALL  AACCTTIIOONN  WWEEEEKKSS! 

 

On the occasion of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, held 

on 17 October, we invite you and your classes to participate in one or more of 

the activities that are suggested hereunder!   

All of the proposed activities – the Ethical Consumption Questionnaire, the Switch 

Off Day, the Environmental School Audit, the Fair Trade Information Day, the 

Climate Day and Traffic and Climate Change – deal with issues that are crucial 

for all of us:   climate change, environmental issues, consumption and 

trade... focusing on us in Malta and Europe, but also on the people living 

in the world’s poorest countries, the Majority World! 
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It is important to emphasise that most of you teachers will be able to 

incorporate these activities in your day-to-day work, and they will merge 

well with the subjects many of you teach – yet, they will provide your students 

with a different perspective of what it means to be a responsible citizen, 

both locally and globally!   

The activities can also be easily linked with other actions you might plan 

around international days and events:  

GGlloobbaall  AAccttiioonn  

WWeeeekk  
GGlloobbaall  AAccttiioonn  OOtthheerr  ddaayyss  &&  eevveennttss  

 
17 – 21  
October 

 

Ethical Consumption Questionnaire 
16. Oct.: World Food Day 
17. Oct.: World Poverty Day 

 
24 – 28  
October 

 

Switch Off Day 
24 Oct.: International 
Climate Action Day 

 
7 – 11  

November 
 

Environmental School Audit  

14 – 18 
November 

Fair Trade Info Day 

13 – 20 Nov.:  Global 
Education Week (GEW) 
16. Nov.:  International Day 
of Tolerance 

 
21 – 25 

November 
 

Climate Day  
28 Nov.:  Start of the UN’s 
World Climate Change 
Conference (COP17) 

 
28 November –  
2 December 

 

Traffic and Climate Change  

 

The activities will give you the opportunity to involve not only your classes 

but your whole school and even other members of your school’s community, 

if you like!  

The activities are only suggestions, and they will allow you to adapt the 

actions according to the learning needs of your students.  You can always 

contact our team should you require further information and support! 

To register for one or more of the activities, please send a quick email to 

dominik.kalweit@kopin.org, together with the attached, filled in registration 

form!  Please keep in mind the deadline for registration, which is Monday, 17 

October!  
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¡¡GGLLOOBBAALL  AACCTTIIOONNSS!!  

  

GGLLOOBBAALL  AACCTTIIOONN  WWEEEEKKSS    

AAccttiivviittyy  II::  ““TThhee  EEtthhiiccaall  CCoonnssuummppttiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnnnaaiirree””    //    ((1177––2211//1100//22001111))    

  

Overview: 

Through this activity, young people are encouraged to learn about the ethical consumption 

patterns within the population of their school community.  On the basis of a questionnaire, 

the pupils are interviewing school peers, household members, teachers and/or other 

persons living in the neighbourhood of their schools. They “learn by doing”, which will help 

them gradually discover how they can change their behaviour as consumers so as to help 

improve the situation of the people in the Global South by contributing to fairer trade 

relations. 

 

 

Preparation: 

For this activity, you will need to either prepare a questionnaire with questions on ethical 

consumption, or else you can use or adapt the one that you find below the activity 

description.    

 

Secondly, should your students not yet have been exposed to issues related to ethical 

consumption through, for example, activities on fair trade, then we suggest that you prepare 

a lesson on the subject.  Of course, our organisation will be glad to provide you with any 

materials or contacts that you would require to develop the lesson.  

 

Thirdly, think about the amount of groups you will divide your students in, and how many 

interviews each group should conduct.  We suggest that you build groups of three students 

each, and that you ask each group to do at least five interviews. 

 

 

Materials you need for the action: 

•  Questionnaire 

• Crafts material or equipment for the students to present their findings and solutions 

 

 

Action Implementation: 

In case your students were not yet exposed to issues related to ethical consumption, start 

off the activity with a lesson on the subject, which could focus on fair trade, for example.  

The aim of the lesson should be to make the students understand what ethical consumption 

means, and how the decisions we take in our consume affects people living in the Majority 

World (that is, the world’s poorest countries). 
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NB:  You can find a lot of lesson plans and activity suggestions on the subject online.  Of 

course, you can also contact our organisation to provide you with support in developing the 

lesson! 

 

After the lesson, divide the students in groups and introduce them to the questionnaire.  Ask 

the groups to read the questionnaire carefully, so they can ask any clarifying questions 

before engaging in the action.  Ask them to decide whom they would like to interview; we 

suggest that each group holds at least five interviews, with other students, teachers, 

administration staff, family members or even other members of the school’s community.  

Let the pupils decide whether they would like to add other questions to the questionnaire; 

they also need to assign roles – who will be the interviewer? Who will take notes about the 

interviewees’ answers? 

 

Once the groups are prepared and equipped, ask them to do their research in the school and 

its community.   

 

After the students collected the information, ask the students (in the plenary) to discuss 

their experiences of conducting the interviews.  Was it difficult to ask others to answer 

questions? Were the answers surprising? Did anything particular happen during the action?  

 

Ask them to return to their groups in order to prepare, in a creative way, the presentation of 

the outcomes of their research.  For example, they could develop posters, leaflets, prepare a 

play or create a presentation on the computer.  They shall also present suggestions about 

what they themselves can do to become more ethical consumers, and how they can 

promote ethical consumption (e.g. fair trade) within their school and its community.   
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Sample Questionnaire 

This questionnaire focuses on issues related to ethical consumption and fair trade. It shall 

help the interviewer to understand the interviewee’s consumption patterns and overall 

understanding of the topics.  

 

1. What does the term „Ethical Consumption“ mean to you? 

2. When purchasing something (food, clothes, etc), are you taking care of how the item 

was produced, what was used to produce it and who produced it? What is the most 

important factor for you when buying something (for example: price, quality, but also 

environmental issues, labour conditions etc)?  

3. Can consumers, according to your opinion, use their shopping behaviour to influence 

they way goods are produced?  If yes, how? Can you give examples?  

a. yes                            b. no 

4. Have you ever heard of Fair Trade? 

a. yes                             b. no  

5. Could you, very simply, explain what Fair Trade means? 

6. Do you buy products from developing countries? If yes, what products? 

a. yes                                 b. no    c. I am not sure 

7. Do you buy Fair Trade products? 

8. Do you think that fair conditions for the workers in developing countries are important? 

Why? Why not? 

9. Do you agree with testing animals for the production of cosmetics? 

a. yes                                       b. no                    c. I have no opinion 

10. Do you frequently buy organic / bio products? If yes, can you give some examples of 

the products you buy?     

 

 

 

Our thanks for the idea go to the teacher Jana Kondeková from the Business Academy Ostrava – 

Poruba, Czech Republic, participant of the Global Action Schools2Communities Project! 
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  GGLLOOBBAALL  AACCTTIIOONN  WWEEEEKKSS    

AAccttiivviittyy  IIII::  ““SSwwiittcchh  OOffff  DDaayy””    //    ((2244––2288//1100//22001111))  

Overview 

Energy is closely linked with today’s global challenges the world faces – food security, social 

development and poverty alleviation, environmental degradation and climate change. Set 

an example and participate in the International Action “Switch Off Day”. Turn off electricity 

in your school / classroom for an hour or even a school day between 24
th

 and 28
th

 of October 

2011 and do activities concerning sustainability and climate change! The “Switch Off Day” 

aims to send a powerful message: yes, we can take action! 

 

Preparation 

1. Talk to your school management and ask for permission to switch off electricity for 

one hour or even a day, sometime between 24
th

 and 28
th

 of October 2011. You can 

either participate as a whole school or with selected classes. 

2. Recap with your pupils on the topic of climate change. 

3. Plan together with your pupils the activities you want to do during the time without 

electricity. Find below possible activities! 

4. Inform the media about your intention; invite local NGO, parents and your local 

project partners! The more people you reach the better! 

 

Documentation of the International Action 

Please document the International Action. Take pictures and report to your national 

coordinator how many teachers, pupils and local community actors took action. 

 

Afterwards… 

After the International Action you could realise a contest “How did you spend the day 

without electricity” which can to be published in local newsletter. 

 

 

Proposal for Activities 

Here you can find a list of possible activities you can do with your pupils during the “Switch 

Off Day”. If the whole school is participating you could organize various stations with 

activities. Don’t forget that the activities have to be related to the topic of sustainability 

and/or climate change AND show the independencies between states in the North and in 

the South. 
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Climate Petition 

Participate with your pupils in a national or international climate petition. For example: 

http://e-activist.com/ea-

campaign/clientcampaign.do?ea.client.id=142&ea.campaign.id=4195 

 

Climate Change Bingo 

Prepare with your pupils a climate change bingo. At http://wildbc.org/publications-

resources/climatechange/climate-change-bingo.pdf you can find a draft for a bingo. 

Example for Bingo: 

The things we already do. Find someone who.... 

Turns off the lights when 

they leave a room 

Turns off their computer 

and monitor when not using 

it 

Has planted a tree 

Takes short showers to save 

water and electricity 

Walks or rides their bike, 

scooter or skateboard to 

school 

… 

… … … 

 

Picture painted by all pupils 

All pupils paint a huge common picture related to the topic. 

 

Energy detectives 

How can we save energy in the school? Gather ideas and present them to the school 

management. 

 

Climate change poem 

Prepare one station where pupils can write poems about climate change. 

 

Light bulb on a map 

Prepare a map of the world and chose five or more countries you want to “play” with. You 

should include at least one country from the global South and at least one country from the 

global North. For example: USA, China, Cambodia, Finland and your home country. For each 

country create a light bulb. The size of the bulb should represent the annual electricity 

consumption. At the same time you can prepare a symbol for the population of the country. 

Again the size of the symbol should represent the number of inhabitants. The pupils have to 

match the bulbs and the symbol for the population to the countries. 
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Here you can find a list of countries by electricity consumption: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_electricity_consumption  

You can do the same with greenhouse gas emissions, CO2 emission, and 

electricity production from renewable sources, etc. 

 

 

List of countries by CO2 emissions: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_carbon_dioxide_emissions  

List of countries by greenhouse gas emission: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_greenhouse_gas_emissions  

List of countries by electricity production from renewable sources: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_renewable_electricity_production  

 

Virtual water game 

Similar to “Light bulb on a map” you can prepare a station with Virtual water. Virtual water 

refers to the water used in the production of a good or service. Print water drops of different 

sizes and five or more products. The water drops represents the virtual water of the 

products. Pupils have to match the water drops to the product. Here you can find global 

average water footprint of different products: 

http://www.waterfootprint.org/?page=files/productgallery  

 

Battle CO2 game 

The Battle CO2 game is analog to the Battleship game 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battleship_%28game%29) but instead of battling a ship you 

can battle CO2, greenhouse gases, fossil fuels, nuclear power plants, etc. First of all, prepare 

a quiz regarding climate change or energy. Then prepare a grid and arrange secretly the CO2, 

GHG, nuclear power plant… on the grid. You could also prepare a big grid where you can’t 

see the targets, but the guess of the pupils can be marked. Then ask the pupils a question. 

The one with the right answer can announce a target square. If it is a hit, the student wins a 

prize, plus, etc. 

 

Buckets full of water 

Prepare one station of buckets full of water and let your teachers and students carry the 

buckets through the hallway. The action shall exemplify how many women and children 

have to get water daily in developing countries. It makes a difference if you actually show 

pupils there is a water problem and they physically take on the burden rather than just 

saying there is a problem. 
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Flipcharts: climate change and people in the global South 

Create flipcharts with your pupils showing the causes and the effects of climate change. You 

can paint, use pictures, newspaper clippings, etc. Don’t forget to show that it is the poorest 

people, living in the countries that are least responsible for emissions of greenhouse gases, 

who are set to suffer most from climate change. 

 

Useful Materials 

o Get inspired by the official website of www.earthhour.org and the education pack “Your 

Future Your Say” 

o Primary School: 

http://www.earthhour.org/assets/pdf/tools/education/primary.pdf  

o Secondary School 

http://www.earthhour.org/assets/pdf/tools/education/secondary.pdf  

o Guideline for teachers: “Grasping of Climate” available at: 

http://www.umweltbildung.at/cms/download/994.pdf  

o Movies, such as “The Age of Stupid” or “An Inconvenient Truth”. 

o For Materials in your mother tongue please contact the Coordinating Organisations in 

your country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks for this idea go to the teacher Dagmar Versnak from the school PTS in Graz, Austria.  

Dagmar is a participant in the Global Action Schools2Communities project!  
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GGLLOOBBAALL  AACCTTIIOONN  WWEEEEKKSS    

AAccttiivviittyy  IIIIII::  ““EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  AAuuddiitt  iinn  yyoouurr  SScchhooooll””    //    ((0077––1111//1111//22001111))  

 

Overview: 

Pupils are implementing an environmental school audit in order to understand what 

environmental sustainability means, how it is linked to the climate change issue and what 

repercussions these issues have on people in the Majority World. After conducting an 

environmental audit in their school, the pupils will be provided with information about the 

connection of sustainable development and climate change affecting people in the global 

South. 

 

The activity is focusing on: 

- energy, waste management and water issues in the school 

- getting to know related problems, but also making an effort to actively solve the 

problems and to look for solutions 

- presenting ideas for improvement to the headmaster, representatives of 

municipalities or other stakeholders who can influence the implementation of 

solutions 

- making the students aware about the relation between the local and the global 

environment, regarding climate change and sustainability issues.  

 

Main steps: 

1. getting the information about the energy, water and waste management in the school 

2. evaluation of using resources 

3. possible solutions being discussed with relevant groups 

4. learning about the relation between global North and South. 

 

 

Preparation: 

You need a group of motivated pupils; it can be a class or even the whole school, and an 

access to all of the rooms in your school.  The pupils need to be divided into different 

groups, as described below.  Be informed about from where the students can obtain the 

information their group shall gather, and what means you would deem best for them to 

investigate.  For example, the students can interview the caretaker(s) of the school with 

regards to the use of the heater in the classrooms; another group could go into all 

classrooms and see if only those have lights switched on that are actually used.  

 

Ask your Head of school, or other relevant stakeholders, whether the students can present 

the results they have investigated on as well as the solutions they wish to propose to make 

the school more eco-friendly.   

 

Develop a lesson plan to introduce the students to the subject of how climate change 

impacts on the poorest countries in the world.  You will find loads of materials on the subject 

on the internet, from reliable sources such as the United Nations or Oxfam, amongst many 

others.  In order to stimulate a discussion amongst your students, we also recommend to 

use films such as “Face the Music” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghfirMLNfNA), 

which are accessible online.   
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Materials, which may be useful for your action: 

• Prepare information materials about the climate change on your own country and on 

people in the global South. 

• Computer with internet access, eventually beamer (if available), to show the 

students subject-related films. 

• Websites, to prepare the lesson on climate change and its impact on the people in 

the Majority World.  Examples are:  

o http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/60/27/2502872.pdf   

o http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/impacts.pdf 

o http://www.care.org/newsroom/articles/2010/05/CARE-climate-change-

study-poverty-20100528.asp 

o http://www.worldhunger.org/env_hunger.htm  

o http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/apr2007/2007-04-06-01.asp 

o http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/6532323.stm 

o http://www.unpei.org/PDF/resourceefficiency/KM-resource-DFID-impact-

climatechange-vulnerability.pdf 

o http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4694648,00.html  

o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8aeex529RpE 

o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rML6lREHBjI 

 

¡¡NNoottee  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  ffaarr  mmoorree  rreessoouurrcceess  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonnlliinnee!!  

 

 

 

Action Implementation: 

 

STEP 1:  The students’ actions 

 

1.) Pupils divide into different groups: 

 

Group 1: The Heaters 

- Investigates information whether classrooms are over- or under-heated, which are 

being heated and not used very often by pupils or if there are any obstacles in front 

of the radiators 

- Explores the school from the point of heating outflow. Pupil will find the weakest 

points in the school for example, unsealed windows 

- Suggests solutions, for example: one pupil per classroom is assigned to become the 

“heater supervisor”, who makes sure it is being switched off when the classroom is 

empty.  Ask the students to present their ideas in a creative way, and to deliver their 

suggestions to relevant stakeholders such as the school administration. 

 

Group 2: The Bright Bulbs  

- Investigates the use of energy saving light bulbs in the classrooms; can also 

investigate on other energy issues, such as the use of central switches for electrical 

appliances 

- Explores whether lights are placed efficiently in the classrooms or not 
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- Promotes the installation of energy savers and efficient lighting, for example, by 

elaborating a presentation on the cost and energy saving advantages  

- Advocates for the installation of central turn off switches for appliances such as the 

classroom computers, if not yet available 

- Ask the students to present the information they gathered and also their ideas in a 

creative way (for example, designing posters or leaflets, ideally from recycled or even 

reused paper) to the school administration or other decision-makers, but also to 

other students and teachers to raise their awareness.  

 

Group 3: The Drops 

Group 3 deals with the water issue. It explores where the water used in the school is being 

supplied from and how it is managed within the school.  After learning how the system 

works, the group will investigate whether the school has any means installed that help make 

efficient use of the water.  This group is also asked come up with the idea of an awareness 

event in the school (exhibition, leaflets, etc) aiming to inform the students, teachers and the 

school community on how to save water.  The event (it could be a play, a “demonstration” 

for water saving, a poster exhibition or the like) should be presented to the whole school 

and also to the community of the school (parents, local authorities, principles, etc.).  

 

Group 4: The Triple - Rs 

Group 4 deals with waste management issues, specifically with the question of recycling in 

the school.   Does the school promote recycling? Are there recycling bins in the classrooms? 

Who is responsible to take care of the school trash?  Once the students identified the 

answers to these (and possibly other related questions), the group will be asked to design an 

awareness event about the three Rs – Reduce, Reuse, Recycling, which shall aim to raise the 

awareness of the school’s population and community on the importance of responsible 

waste management.   Ideas could be to design art pieces from recycled materials (e.g. plastic 

bottles, etc) and information leaflets, and to hold an exhibition in the school or its 

community, inviting not only the school’s population, but also other stakeholders (parents, 

majors, etc). 

 

Of course, teachers are not limited to work with the groups suggested above!  Besides issues 

that you or even your students might want to explore, ideas could also be to have groups 

focusing on: 

- Left-overs in the school kitchen- School transport- Saving paper 

Think of giving the groups a cool name, too! ☺ 

The activity’s STEP 1 can also be held over the course of more than one day!  Encourage your 

students to be as investigative, and when presenting their findings and solutions, as creative 

as possible!  
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STEP 2:  Linking environmental issues in the school to issues in the Majority World 

 

The second phase of the activity, which could take place on another day than the first part, 

aims at making the students aware of the inter-connectedness between their own lives and 

the lives of people living in the Majority World, that is, the poorest countries of the world.  

Issues related to the environment, especially climate change, are good means to make the 

students aware that their actions in their own environment have direct effects on people 

living in other parts of the world.  Climate change crosses borders, and affects those most 

who do not have the means to protect themselves or to respond adequately to flooding, 

droughts or other disasters related to the change of climate patterns caused by pollution 

and carelessness towards the environment across the world.  

 

After the collection of information in groups, and the follow-up actions by the students 

(awareness raising, advocacy with decision-makers, etc.), ask your pupils to discuss options 

and possibilities to make their school more environmentally friendly. 

Ask them the following questions: 

• What have you discovered? 

• What are your solutions? 

• What have you proposed to amend the situation in our school?  Whom have you 

proposed it to? 

• How does it relate to situation of people in the global South (people living in the 

poorest countries of the world)? 

 

You may already get some interesting answers from the students to the last question. 

However, to stimulate their thinking and learning about the inter-connectedness between 

the rich and the poor countries, you could present them with information about the subject, 

which you can find on many websites of international institutions (such as the UN) or non-

for-profit organisations.   

It may also help to stimulate a discussion on a short film on the subject, such as “Face the 

Music”.  The latter is a rather abstract short film, and the pupils can be asked to interpret 

what they have watched, which will help them to understand said inter-relations even 

better.   

 

You are asked to prepare this lesson according to your students’ needs and level of 

knowledge.  Should you require help in designing the lesson, please contact our 

organisation! 

 

 

Pay Attention! 

• Include not only students and teachers in the activity, but possibly also other 

stakeholders of the school’s community (for example: local authorities, the parishes, 

organisations, youth groups, etc.).  

• After the event you should calculate some time for reflecting on the activity. A 

thorough evaluation will help you identify the learning outcomes with regards to 

your students. 

• Document the activity!  Photos, or even filming, will not only serve you as a nice 

memory for your class but can also be means to promote such actions with other 
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schools, by uploading these on your school’s website and the GAS2C website 

(www.schools2communities.eu). 

• Invite other classes or schools to do this activity – share your knowledge and 

experience!   

• Provide feedback to our organisation!   This will help us to improve our performance, 

to report the activity and to promote your school’s action through our channels! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks for the idea go to the teacher Břetislav Svozil from the Primary School Deblin (Czech 

Republic), who is a participant of the Global Action Schools2Communities Project! 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  AACCTTIIOONN  WWEEEEKKSS    

AAccttiivviittyy  IIVV::  ““FFaaiirr  TTrraaddee  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  DDaayy””    //    ((1144––1188//1111//22001111))  

 

Overview: 

After working on the issue of Fair Trade in school, the pupils use their (newly gained) 

knowledge to inform local community actors in a meeting with a public about Fair Trade 

(which can be organised in or outside of the school).  

 

To be more specific: 

a) You could work with the special target group of your school, e.g. households in case 

of schools for social service; farmers and farmers associations in case of an 

agricultural school; enterprises if you are an economic school... 

b) If your school offers general education, you should focus on one specific group, which 

is important in your local community, e.g. local sports club (and connect it with fair-

traded sports equipment and clothes), the Parish Church, etc.   

 

 

Preparation: 

Contact your Local Community Target Group beforehand to make sure that they are 

interested and will join your meeting. Local Community Actors should have an interest in 

joining your activity as your school is an important institution for them.  

 

 

 

Materials, which may be useful for your action: 

• Watch the movie “home”, which is available for free in many languages online, e.g.: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqxENMKaeCU 

• You find some resources on our international project homepage in the teachers’ 

lounge: http://www.schools2communities.eu/index.php/resources.html  

• For materials in your mother tongue, please contact the project coordinating 

organisation in your country, they surely have some materials in your language. 

 

 

Implementation: 

1) Work in regular lessons firstly about Fair Trade in general so the pupils have a good 

overview what it is about and how Fair Trade positively affects people in the South. 

 

2) Work in regular lessons after step 1 about topics which are especially interesting for your 

special target group. For example, for local sports clubs, it can be interesting to know where 

the sports equipment and clothes come from, in which conditions they were produced (etc.). 

 

3) Divide your class into working groups, which work on different topics which came out of 

step 2. The pupils shall research and prepare a presentation, which they can hold during a 

meeting with the public in order to inform your target group about Fair Trade. 

 

4) Meeting: You already contacted and invited the target group during the preparation of 

this action. 
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Now we suggest that one of the teachers is the guide through the meeting with the help of 

one or some pupils. The structure of the meeting can look like this: 

 

• Welcome the participants, inform about the Global Action 

Schools2Communities project and ask them, how much they know about Fair 

Trade; 

 

• Let the working groups hold their presentations (e.g. Power Point, speeches, 

maybe supported with handouts); 

 

• After each presentation you can have space for questions. If your pupils or 

you cannot answer it on the spot, that’s a chance for further research, or 

maybe one of the participants knows the answer.  

 

• At the end you can have a discussion about Fair Trade, about other ideas how 

Fair Trade can be implemented in the field of your target group. 

 

5) Reflect with your pupils the meeting. Do this on a content level but also how they felt 

doing the presentations, if they have the feeling that their input enriched the view of the 

participants. 

 

 

 

Pay Attention! 

• Ask your pupils to prepare some questions before the meeting, so that in case the 

discussion doesn’t start by itself, they can always ask the questions they have 

prepared. Be ready to inspire the discussion, in case the pupils are too shy in the 

beginning.  

• Don’t worry if you don’t find some specific information – you can always try to ask 

the participants about it, they are experts, as they are working in this field.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks for the idea go to the teachers Elisabeth Hanner and Erika Kornfeld from Caritas School 
for Social Service (“Caritas Fachschule für Sozialberufe”) in Wiener Neustadt, Austria.  The school 

participates in the Global Action Schools2Communities Project. 
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GGLLOOBBAALL  AACCTTIIOONN  WWEEEEKKSS    

AAccttiivviittyy  VV::  ““CClliimmaattee  DDaayy””    //    ((2211––2255//1111//22001111))    

 

Overview: 

After working on the issue of Climate Change with the pupils, they design an information 

folder about Climate Change and possible individual actions one can conduct to help 

protecting the environment. 

With these leaflets and additional posters, you organize a march through your town, inform 

the inhabitants about Climate Change and raise their awareness on the issues. 

 

 

Preparation: 

You need a group of motivated pupils; it can be a class or even the whole school. You need 

some materials to work about Climate Change.  

 

 

Materials, which may be useful for your action: 

• Watch the movie “home”, which is available for free in many languages online, e.g.: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqxENMKaeCU 

You can personalize this film by working with the message of Yann Arthus-Bertrand, 

director of the “home” movie, to the pupils and teachers of Global Action Schools. 

You received it recently and find it uploaded on 

http://www.schools2communities.eu/index.php/students-learn/articles/yann-

arthus-bertrand.html 

• English Toolkits: For Primary Schools: 

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/doc_lib/schools_powerdown_primary.pdf 

For Secondary Schools:  

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/doc_lib/schools_powerdown_secondary.pdf  

• For Materials in your mother tongue please contact the Coordinating Organisations 

in your country, they surely have some materials in your language. 

 

 

Implementation: 

Work in regular lessons about the issue of Climate Change. Prepare together with your 

pupils a folder with the most important facts about Climate Change and how people can 

influence it on an individual and local level (e.g. using energy saving devices, eating less 

meat, using public transport, etc.). 

 

 

Action:  

Prepare together with the pupils an awareness march through your city. During this march, 

the pupils can carry some posters with messages written on it. These can be addressed to 

the residents and/or to political decision-makers. 

During the march, you also distribute the folders to the people. 

 

A possible addition can be:  
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You use the Climate Change Interview which was prepared by the Lower Austrian 

partner organisation Suedwind NOE Sued and which is attached to the Email with 

which you received this description. It supports the awareness raising process by 

the people interviewed. 

 

 

Pay Attention! 

• It can be helpful to involve local organizations working on the issue of Climate 

Change, so that they can provide you with some other materials. 

• It can be useful to divide your pupils for this action into working groups. One 

prepares the leaflets, one group prepares the posters, one group prepares maybe 

some music instruments, another group prepares the interviews.  

• Remember to obtain the necessary permits for the march, if required. 

• Have in mind the cost for printing the leaflets. 

• Don’t forget to emphasize throughout the whole action the connection of the 

changing climate and global poverty i.e., how climate change affects mostly the 

poorest countries that do not have the means to mitigate the effects (natural 

disasters, etc.). 

• When you conduct the awareness march, you or your pupils could invite the media. 

Usually, such events are popular among journalists. 

• After the event you should calculate some time for reflection about the activity, 

together with your students. 

 

 

  

SSaammppllee  QQuueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  aabboouutt  CClliimmaattee  PPrrootteeccttiioonn::  

1. What is your understanding of Climate Protection? 

2. Do you know where your food comes from? 

3. Imagine: You enjoy a Fair Trade, organically grown breakfast with regional products. How 

much CO2 do you save if you eat this one compared to a breakfast with products that are 

conventionally grown and come from abroad? 

4. Do you usually turn off your electronic devices completely or do they stay in standby-mode.  

5. Climate Protection can also have personal benefits for you. Can you think of things you save 

by protecting and doing something positive for the Climate? 

6. Do you know that walking or riding a bike can be more fun than driving with the car? Why? 

7. What else comes to your mind - how could you personally support Climate Protection? 

 

 

 

Our thanks for this idea go to Sylwia Woelke from Gimnazjum im. Jana Pawła II from Somonino 
(Poland) and Ania Gabryelewicz from Gimnazjum im. Józefa Pukowca from Gliwice (Poland). The 

teachers are participants of the Global Action Schools2Communities Project!  
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GGLLOOBBAALL  AACCTTIIOONN  WWEEEEKKSS    

AAccttiivviittyy  VVII::  ““CClliimmaattee  DDaayy””    //    ((2288//1111––0022//1122//22001111))  

 

Overview: 

Individual traffic needs a lot of energy and is a main cause of climate change. In this action, 

pupils clearly show how much kg of CO2 are being used by various means of transport, thus 

contributing to climate change. The action shall raise awareness, so people maybe rethink 

their traffic behaviour and use less CO2 to promote Climate Protection and thus help fighting 

poverty in the countries of the South.  

 

 

Material, which may be useful for your action:  

• Means of Transport and their CO2 wastage: 

http://ureco2.com/article.php?id=75&cid=0&sid=11   

• Film „home“, which impressively shows the impact of Climate Change: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbDmOt-vIL8  

• Movie „Face the Music“: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghfirMLNfNA  

 

 

Preparation: 

Contact beforehand local community actors, so they join your action.  

 

Implementation: 

1) Discuss with your pupils the reason for Climate Change and its consequences in the 

countries of the global South. Discuss especially the role of CO2 emissions in this context.  

 

In a next step, concentrate on the topic of Traffic and Climate Change. You can discuss the 

advantages and disadvantages of various means of transport, how the infrastructure in your 

community looks like, and make them reflect on their and their families’ personal behaviour 

in this regard.  Ask them questions such as “Do you and your family often use the car to get 

from one place to another?”, “When you observe the cars on our streets, do you usually see 

just one person in it or more?”, “Do you think you could use other transport means than the 

car when you, for example, go to school?”. 

 

2) Find out, how far you can go with one kg of CO2 with various means of transport and put 

the information in a leaflet. You can design the leaflet in a more simple way or add diagraphs 

and pictures to it, depending on the time you have available.  Here you find an overview: 

http://ureco2.com/article.php?id=75&cid=0&sid=11 (but don’t forget to add the bike and 

your own feet to the statistics, because with these you go even much further than with the 

bus or the train!).  It is very important that the leaflet also contains information about the 

effects of climate change on the poorest countries in the world, whose peoples do not have 
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the financial means to adapt the changing climate conditions.  Various information websites 

on the subject can help you to collect the information, such as (e.g.):  

• http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/60/27/2502872.pdf  

• http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/impacts.pdf 

• http://www.care.org/newsroom/articles/2010/05/CARE-climate-change-study-

poverty-20100528.asp 

• http://www.worldhunger.org/env_hunger.htm  

• http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/apr2007/2007-04-06-01.asp 

• http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/6532323.stm 

• http://www.unpei.org/PDF/resourceefficiency/KM-resource-DFID-impact-

climatechange-vulnerability.pdf 

• http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4694648,00.html  

 

3) Cut ropes relative to the lengths of the statistics. For example, if an SUV manages to drive 

only 3km with 1kg of CO2 emissions, you can cut either 30cm (ratio - 1:10,000) of rope or, if 

you want to make the presentation bigger, cut 3m (ratio -1:1,000) of rope. Build a few 

groups of pupils. 

 

4) You will need to copy the leaflet, so the groups of students can use them for the 

upcoming awareness raising activity.  Think of the amount of groups you have in your class, 

and the estimated amount of people the leaflet will be distributed to, in order to define the 

amount of leaflet copies you require.  To cut on the expenses, we suggest that you copy the 

leaflet in black and white rather than using colour print.  The groups of pupils then use the 

ropes to show the public how far you can go with the different means of transport and give 

the information leaflet, which also emphasises the connection to the countries of the global 

South to the readers.    

 

� In order to reach more people with this awareness raising action, we suggest that you 

cooperate also with Local Community Actors.  E.g., you and your students can 

present the action to the community of your Parish Church, spread the leaflets at the 

local football club, in other schools, etc. 

 

� If you have enough time available for the action, we also suggest that you involve the 

students in the development of the leaflet.  Moreover, the student groups could 

design information posters which they can carry along with them when conducting 

the action.  The pupils’ active involvement in designing and developing the leaflets 

and/or posters would increase the creativity element of this action even further, thus 

contributing to the learning achievements evolving from the activity.  

 

 

Our thanks for this idea go to Matthias Haberl, National Coordinator of the Global Action 

Schools2Communities Project from Austria, Südwind NÖ. 
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¡¡AATTTTEENNTTIIOONN  TTEEAACCHHEERRSS!!  

If you and your class – or even school – are interested to participate in 

one or more of the activities above, please fill in the attached registration 

form and send it to dominik.kalweit@kopin.org!  

 

Also, please send us your feedback on the activities, by filling in the 

attached simple evaluation form!  We’d also be happy to receive pictures 

or videos from your actions, which we can then promote on our websites!  

 

 

Join your colleagues in  

     Malta, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland and Austria  

                     and participate in the  

                                     GGLLOOBBAALL  AACCTTIIOONN  WWEEEEKKSS! 

 

 

 

For more information about KOPIN, its partners and the Global Action 

Schools2Communities Project, visit www.kopin.org and www.schools2communities.eu!  

 

 

 

NOTICE:  

 

 

 

In Malta, the Global Action Schools2Communities Project is being carried out with the financial 

contribution of the European Union and Betsson Malta LTD.  The responsibility of the content of 

this document is to impute only to KOPIN and its project partners, and under no circumstances 

can be considered as reflecting the position of the European Union or Betsson Malta LTD.  


