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Introduction: 

 

November is a month that many Christmas cards projects are registered.  I thought 

that we could organize something similar in the Creative Classroom Group. So, I 

opened a Google Doc and invited the members, who wanted to take part, to write down 

their postal details.  Around 200 teachers expressed their interest! I created groups 

of 8-10 teachers, trying to include as many different countries as possible. Each 

teacher had to send one card to each member of his/her group but of course he/she 

was free to send more cards to other members as well. But, there was a rule: on the 

bottom left of each card, they were asked to write a special word in a small box!!! 

When they would receive their cards, they had to write these words in a 

AnswerGarden!  Then I asked them to use these words to write a collaborative story 

using the Titan Pad tool. 

 

My purpose was to show to them how a simple Christmas cards exchange project can 

turn up to a really collaborative activity! I think they got the message and in this 

publication, you can all read our Christmas collaborative story! The words in capitals 

are our special words! 

 

A big thank you to all the teachers who took part with enthusiasm! 

 

 

Hope you will all enjoy our story! 

 

Irene Pateraki 

Group administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our AnswerGarden: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In her whole life she was looking for LOVE. She was believing that this 

could make her HAPPY but why she was always afraid of making NEW 

BEGINNINGS? She decided to bring HAPPINESS and PEACE to all 

people she loved. She started changing something, a small detail in her 

LIFE... because from the small things begin big changes.. For the first 

time she woke up feeling her FREEDOM, her HEALTH, the JOY of her 

soul.. That day was a strange new day. There was NO FEAR anymore!  She 

realized that she would face an amazing CHALLLENGE. 

 

 All of a sudden, her life glimmered like a candle burning with wishes of a 

promising future ahead. The best is yet to come, she thought with a huge 

smile on her lit up face.  

It had been a long time since she last had PEACE and JOY in her HEART. 

LOVE had made a real change in her LIFE. She was thinking that the 

heartfelt GREETINGS from her friends this festive season made her 

realize how lucky she was. For the first time this new year she asked 

herself: “Will my WISHES and DREAMS come true? What are my 2014 

resolutions?”   

And all of a sudden she realized it: CREATIVITY that’s what it would lead 

her to a new LIFE, to a brand new her! Then, she blowed a CANDLE, 

closed her eyes, and let her mind travel to a new world. 

 

It also occurred to her suddenly that she has long not played her 

VIOLIN. Now it was the right moment to make MUSIC! This would relax 

and stimulate her CREATIVITY!  

After this moment her LIFE becomes more RELAXING and with 

SHARING MOMENTS. Every day she has a big SMILE to share with 

everyone. This is the MAGIC of LOVE. 

The candle that she had blown out had lit many other candles that help 

give light and warmth on those cold and lonely Christmas nights. The 

MAGIC OF LOVE WAS IN HER MIND SHE HAD SOUGHT AND FOUND 

THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS, JOY AND HAPPINESS CAME WITHIN AS 

SHE HUGED HER FAITH WITH PASSION AND HER DREAMS WHERE 

FILLED WITH GOOD COMPANY. 

 

And with all this understanding thankful for the melody of the violin she 

started seeing the beautiful landscape of the new world which was full of 

amazing and shining SNOW, so cold but so warming her heart she thought 

of her friend she longed to see again. 

Then, she decided to go out, to see the snowy forest. To feel the cold, to 



smell the forest…So, she rode her bicycle and went away. She had an 

idea: To decorate a real tree with Christmas ornaments. She felt 

something different that Christmas. 

 How could people live without that SNOW all around? She had heard 

about remote regions where people never wore SHOES but had so much 

LOVE to give; She began thinking about love: Love is patient, love is kind. 

It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not 

self-seeking, it is not easily angered, and it keeps no record of wrongs. 

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices in the truth. It always 

perseveres. And now these three remain; faith, hope and love. But the 

greatest of these is love. She had barely pedaled 15 minutes into the 

forest when she arrived to a clearing in the woods, she RAISED her head 

towards the sky and saw the top of the trees covered in white, then 

closed her eyes and felt the icy breeze on her face, a big smile appeared 

in her lips, she was FEELING that WINTER was here again and this 

sensation made her feel very HAPPY, winter had always been her 

favourite SEASON.  

It was not only Christmas holidays that were full of joyful moments it was 

all that winter was offering, that made it her favourite season. Snowy 

landscapes, the icy breeze she enjoyed during her lonely walks in the 

forest,  the loving moments she cherished with her family by the 

fireplace and all the warm feelings she shared with her beloved ones. Yes, 

she was really lucky as this time she had found true LOVE and possibly 

she wouldn't need to make a new beginning. Yet, there was a hidden fear.. 

 But, in meantime, there was no time to think about nothing more at all! 

Paaammmmmm..."Wow! What's happening?" she thought. 

She was so in the clouds thinking of her happiness that she didn't see a 

big and strange FLOWER in the middle of the way and she fell down 

hurting her knees. "Ah! Ah! Ah!"... Someone was laughing at her! 

"SURPRISE!!!..." said a malefic voice. Who could it be?  

In the name of the FATHER, the SON and the HOLY SPIRIT? What am I 

going to do? “ Do you want to be a HERO?” the voice said. “What do you 

mean? To ride on a white horse like a PRINCE and save the world? NO! ... 

To ride on a white horse like a PRINCESS and make the CHIRDREN 

laugh!”  said the voice again. 

 

The voice whispered her “Please do not lose your HOPE at any 

circumstances! Be HEALTHY and HAPPY in love ....Keep doing DREAMS ... 



Believe in them and dare to go forward...Find new FRIENDS and continue 

together...”The voice was more powerful: “make CHILDREN happy, give 

JOY and hope ...” She SMILED...and finally they met. It has been a huge 

SURPRISE for the CHILD. There wasn't enough sentiment or was there? 

Suddenly he couldn’t decide. ... but he was glad to see her and he was 

flying from HAPPINESS. At the end the moment had come, and now she 

stood in the face. There was beauty in his heart always. There was love 

PEACE  and HAPPINESS in her face. This was evident in each case. Let's 

celebrate that together they said.  It was great fun and very impressive 

where one might have expected it to be absurd. She was so curious to see 

the flower so she came closer. What a WONDERFUL surprise! On each  

petal of the CYCLAMEN it was written a different word, in a different 

language: υγεία, miłość, karácsonyfa, amitié, alegría,öröm 

,fericire..."What is that? I have to find out the meaning of each word " 

she said to herself... 

So, she knelt and tried to record the words in her mind touching the  

petals of the flower with TENDERNESS. Α small blackbird was keeping 

her GOOD COMPANY with his song, uploaded the branch of a 

tree.Stuffing such a CALMNESS that soon fell asleep lying under the 

tree. 

You're my friends, was her last thought just before falling asleep and a 

feeling of GENEROSITY filled herself and her DREAMS. 

  

She saw a CHRISTMAS TREE in her dream which was decorated with 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS. There were a lot of people under the tree from 

different countries, different languages they were writing a happy New 

Year story. SANTA CLAUS was giving them GIFTS which contained 

HEALTH,PEACE, LOVE, FRİENDSHIP, HAPPINESS. People from 

different countries SHARED them with each other. A feeling of joy 

overwhelmed her and she realized that these presents of health, love, 

friendship and freedom were precious and could be her real happiness. 

We have an universal language of love and wonderful feeling made of our 

education and delicate soul and our wishes of giving each others the best 

things in the world, as there are a language of roses in our country, a 

language of smiles, a language of music, a language of mathematics, a 

language of faith, a language of stars...While reading the list, she noticed 

that there were some words which she could not understand!  ελπίδα, 

crăciun fericit, bradul de crăciun, szabadság, ειρήνη. She immediately 

had an idea! Her New Year's resolution would be to learn as many words 

and phrases as possible from the equivalent languages these new words 



came from. So she would find out how similar feelings the human beings 

have, whatever is the land where they live. 

 

3 words beginning with S are the most important between people: 

support, sharing and solidarity.  Their result will be love in practice, as 

you offer without anticipating anything in return.  But happiness will 

overwhelm your existence. Happiness as a result of making the other 

people feel happy.  

And then she thought: Can I make other people HAPPY  if I don' t allow 

myself to feel all God' s LOVE around me? She raised her eyes and saw...  

a child, a poor girl with a sad face and dirty clothes. She was lost not only 

in the forest but also in her thoughts. The young woman came close 

to the girl and tactfully asked her what she is doing here. She gave her 

some CHOCOLATES and her WARM   coat and after listening to her 

moving story went together at home to meet the rest of the FAMILY. 

The woman was sure that her family would give a warm hug to the 

unknown girl....                   

 She stood up, suddenly she was sure that she needed a NEW 

BEGİNNİNG in her life .She was tired of her heavy hours of working 

schedule, so this new beginning would make her tired body fresher ,with 

an INSPİRATİON ,she wanted to start the NEW YEAR full of DREAMS 

THAT COME TRUE .During this new period of her life, she would live 

more RELAXING MOMENTS..There was NO FEAR TO OPEN NEW 

DOORS in her heart, anymore. 

Her family was really glad to meet the girl. Her husband and her two 

CHILDREN felt NO FEAR to adopt the child with the plenty of LOVE and 

GENEROSITY. Is it a NEW BEGINNING we have been always dreaming 

about? Is this our DREAM THAT COMES TRUE?  

 

  Later on, while listening to one of her favourite Christmas songs by 

Michael BUBBLE, whose voice she had always considered DIVINE, she 

felt her heart was full of HOPE again. She started to believe once more 

in LOVE and HAPPINESS and promised to herself to let them guide her 

life throughout the entire YEAR. This wonderful time of the year made 

her realize the true ABUNDANCE of life - FAMILY - and all the great 

things related to it, for He had not been born rich, yet had it all ...  

Suddenly the PHONE rang and she jumped. She was sitting alone on the 

couch, the TV is blank vibrated and her legs stretched beneath a large 

white cat. The room was dark and cold, because the fire went out, and she 



felt a tingle toes. Tingling her gently passed the whole body. Lazily sat up 

and looked around the room. Where had she left her phone? She did not 

know and could not remember when the last time she used it.Was 

everything a DREAM?  

A dream not at all!  All the PEACE and LOVE she felt, how could that be a 

dream? She felt she had seen the LIGHT, and felt plenty of GRATITUDE 

for it. She decided to go and look for some logs in the woods, to light up 

the fire once again. She wanted a warm home full of TENDERNESS and 

HAPPINESS. The question was, was she ready to brave the cold icy wind 

outside for this? Was she ready to kindle that fire? Of course, for 

LOVE, it's all worth it she jumped happily in her faux fur coat.  

For LOVE, "Love...everything for Love", she said to herself. "But you need 

to have  spiritual FREEDOM to be able to love and be loved. And if you 

think about it, our whole life is a strenuous race to find LOVE". Walking 

but still shivering, listening to her feet creaking the pure white SNOW, 

she felt she should count her blessings because she already had so many. 

Her FAMILY, to begin with and the JOY it brought to her life.  

A big SMILE on her face was the proof that now she was BRAVE enough 

to show her real feelings,  that her DREAMS CAME TRUE and the 

MUSIC of her heart was looking forward to SHARING LOVE and LOVE. 

She knew that what you gave you received. HAPPINESS is the word ...and 

now she had found it.  

Using the LIGHT of the moon she thought that the  HOPE together with 

the GRATITUDE could see for the first time a  RAINBOW of  STARs....... 

....and the world became a better place to live and LOVE, and people began 

to create a NEW BEGINNING...  

Earth became WONDERFUL, A GARDEN full of LIGHT, and a WISH OF 

CHALLENGE crosses her mind... "I will be DIFFERENT from now on...I will 

change my way...I need my PEACE just as a  SWAN needs water to 

survive. I am happy that I have all my friends around me, that my family 

is safe and sound and that we can enjoy the beauty of this Christmas". 

She returned to the house and lit the fire again. "And maybe this year I 

will sing CAROLS and I will decorate the house and I will play with my 

nieces more" These were her RESOLUTIONS....  

Suddenly she heard a strange WHISTLE into the GARDEN. She looked 

out of the window and saw her roses turned into ELVES who lit MAGIC 

CANDLES dancing through the snowy paths...She went out and as she 

approached the candles began to show a rare BRIGHTNESS giving her a 

strange sensation. The ELVES came nearer and took her hands involving 

her in this LIGHT dance. Apart of them, all were enveloped in a quiet 

STILLNESS. She thought she was dreaming, she couldn't believe in this 



strange SHARING she was experiencing. Suddenly the dance stopped and 

the ELVES gave her a hint to follow them ...She was a little dubious but a 

sudden smile by one of them convinced her to go!    

Although it was NIGHTtime, she could see everything. Suddenly on her 

right she saw very strange SLEIGH with colourful BUBBLES and many 

CHILDREN playing around. She couldn’t resist to temptation and went 

towards them. Soon she realised that there was an ELVES SCHOOL...  

Then the LIGHTS went off. The SKY was getting darker and darker. The 

NIGHT fell. The WORLD became foggy and grey. There was a chilly 

CALMNESS. What had happened? 

A very important fact?  The Elves started their dance, a strange dance 

under the dark SKY and the bright STAR that has just appeared on the 

East. What was this new STAR? Was it a sign from our Lord for more 

HAPPINESS, HEALTH, PEACE and LOVE among all people all over the 

world?    

 

Suddenly a sweet MUSIC came out the STILLNESS of the wood and 

STAR in the sky became brighter and brighter and some ANGELS 

surrounded it and the ELVES looked at it with GRATITUDE.  Receiving 

and giving love at this feeling of peace would be his guide during the 

other days of the year. Each day she dedicates a few seconds to 

contemplate the stars, breathe deeply, to remain silent to listen more to 

others, to discover the joy of receiving and giving love  

Giving love was the most powerful desire that was leading her to the 

realm of happiness and peace she was striving for . 

Yet  the flowers into the ROSE GARDEN were a bit frozen, a COOL wind 

was blowing, the SUN was melting into CHOCOLATE COINS and a curious 

STAR was blinking above the little girl...There was something wrong. 

What could it be?  

 

She decided that she is the most important think for herself and next 

she want to help the others. LOVE is sharing 

Foggy BUBBLES, strange SHOES on the path, MAGIC SNOW, ANGELS 

laughing around... What's the news?  

The news is that LOVE is so powerful that can even bring things to life!! 

And here it is!! In front of her a living STATUE of a handsome prince, 

riding his SLEIGH and stopping before her as soon as he sees her... It's 

you... Your LOVE did miracles to me, he said, and his eyes glistened...  

Something magical happened. The girl gave LIFE to the handsome prince 

and a FRIENDSHIP was established between the two. In GRATITUDE 



the prince GAVE her the most precious GIFT: his LOVE.  

Actually the thing that the girl saw, was not a real PRINCE. It was 

further than a person. It was PEACE from all over the world. And girl 

found the real FRIENDSHIP with it. 

She felt like to be CLOSE with PEOPLE all over the WORLD in a circle of 

reciprocal UNDERSTANDING that made her feel SAFE: she was not 

alone! She knew that SOMEWHERE, somehow, there was a LIGHT 

showing the way to find the real HAPPINESS!!.She had never felt more 

ALIVE and overwhelmed with feelings of FRIENDSHIP and happiness. 

Was she dreaming?  

 

Awakened as from a dream, by the bells of a sleigh with Santa 

Claus which passed through the front of the house, noted with 

amazement that  in the mailbox were some postcards. She went quickly to 

take them and to open them.  

She received a lot of congratulations from relatives, friends, 

schoolmates and from the colleagues from the eTwinning community. She 

placed them in a special album, with much consideration.  

Suddenly observed that she was in a ferric place made by the colors 

variety from the ornaments and the abundance of the snow from the 

windows, from the street and remembered  the beauty and the charm of 

the winter holidays from the  past ...  

 

It was the Christmas Eve!  

During that Christmas Eve she promised herself that from now on all that 

post cards which she received from the eTwinning community will be a 

BRIDGE to guide her close to the people who were thinking of her, even 

though she was far away from them.... 

Just now she's walking on that bridge, followed by many other friends 

who ,at first felt lonely  just like her, but later they felt to belong to the 

same world because they were sharing the same emotions and the same 

doubts. They're all walking together towards the future! 

 

When she woke  up,  she thought   that  all  would be   different in  her 

life. She would be more enthusiastic and   communicative with people. 

To live an emotion is an experience that every person needs. You can have 

no wealth, but you can give much more than you think. You just need an 

honest smile and a warm word and the magic of Christmas can become 

real. And prince and princess will live happily!  

The girl wanted to thank Father Christmas for the presents. She ran into 



her ROSE GARDEN. MAGIC snowflakes were dancing up in the sky. There 

were words: HAPPINESS, FRIENDSHIP, PEACE, LOVE, JOY, 

HOPE…flying above her head. And there was SANTA laughing through the 

clouds: “Hey, CHILDREN, ETWIN my GIFTS, as there are no more left, 

don’t waste them in vain! Take care! Ho! Ho! Ho! HAPPY NEW YEAR!”  

 

 

THE END 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


